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Scoring a Session of Student Congress

Judge Checklist
-  Score each speech with a rank 1-6
-  Score the PO if they are a student with a rank 1-6 on a special ballot
-  Provide one nomination per session 
- Give your ballots and nominations to the adult PO/Parliamentarian at the end  

Introduction to Judging 

Your main job is to score each speech given in a student congress session with a rank 1-6. You will carefully listen to each speech, evaluate the speech when it’s over & then decide what rank is deserved. You should be objective; personal political views should not influence your evaluation.
What is Student Congress? 

A group of 20-30 students gather in one room & give speeches on bills and resolutions for reasons of competition. Students’ role-play as Congress people or Senators and follow Robert’s Rule of Order. The rules are enforced by a Presiding Officer, or PO. The PO is sometimes an experienced coach, but it can also be a student. As the students give speeches a scorer (that would be you!) ranks each speech 1-6. Six is the best, one is the worst. 

The Student as Presiding Officer 

A student can become PO if the congress elects them. When a student is the PO then an experienced coach serves as the parliamentarian to settle any disputes that emerge between the PO and the rest of the congress. As a judge you will give the PO a score just like a speech, 1-6. If the PO is impressive and runs a tight ship, then feel free to give them a 5 or 6. You will score them each session they are PO on a special ballot. 
How is the Winner Decided? 
All scores are totaled & students are ranked in order of highest to lowest scores. In addition, five students are   given a “nomination” from both the scorer (you) and the PO or parliamentarian at the end of congress.  A nomination makes it very likely a student will place in the top five in their house. 

Tell Me More about Nominations

At the conclusion of the congress you should nominate five students as the best session and rank them 1- 5 (1 being the best). We suggest nominating the students you would most want to be your Congress person. Factors you should consider include ability to speak or preside at a high level, decorum and overall activity in the session. 
How Do I Evaluate Speeches? Is their some Criteria? 

· Answering Questions – A students answers to questions can play a role in their speech rank. It might tilt them one point up or down. Answers should be clear, concise and knowledgeable   
· Asking Questions – Asking questions does not factor into speech ranks, but can play a role in nominations. Active students ask useful questions. 
· Delivery—persuasive and confident.

· Original arguments—new & innovative views backed up by reasoning and evidence.

· Clash—directly responds to the issues presented by previous speakers. Value greatly! 
· Analysis—logical examination of the issues.
· Evidence- all speakers should use and cite research to back up their claims 
Filling Out the Ballot 

You will fill out ONE ballot for each student who gives a speech. You will score each speech on the line marked SPEECH. Use the comment space below each speech line to note areas of improvement or highlight what was done well.  After filling out all ballots for a session, remember to nominate one outstanding student. Below is a simple way to think of the 1-6 ranks.

6 - Outstanding/Near Perfect 

3 – Slightly Below Average  
5 - Well Above Average 

2 – Well Below Average 
4 -  Moderately Above Average 
1 – Offensive/No Effort  
Presiding Officer Ballot 

House _________          Scorer (your name) _________________________________

Basic Information: You will only use the ballot if a student acts as a Presiding Officer in your session. 

What is a Presiding Officer (P.O.): The P.O. runs the session using Robert’s Rules of Order. They call on speakers & questioners and rule on parliamentary procedure. 
Your Role: You as the Scorer will give the P.O. a rank from 1-6 for each session they preside. You should score based on how well they: know the rules, keep the session orderly and fairly call on students.   

NOMINATIONS: You can give the P.O. the nomination if you view them as effective in their role. Your nomination should be given to the student who you think was the best overall congress person in the round. 

Student Name _______________________
Students School______________________

Round 1:
Rank (1-6):_____________



Comments:
Round 2:
Rank (1-6):_____________


Comments:
Nomination Form

Judge Name: _________________________________________________

Cell Phone (In case of ballot questions): _____________________________
You will nominate five students as the best in the round and rank them in order 1 to 5. Please write the student’s name and school. Students 
Session Room Number: _________________________________________
Student Name 





Student School 

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

End of Session Reminders

1: Please remember to score the student PO on the 1-6 scale. 

2: Please return ballots and nomination form to your parliamentarian or to the tournament tab room. 
Signature _____________________________________________________

Speaker Ballot 

House _________          Scorer (your name) _________________________________

Basic Information: Student Congress is an event where students act as though they are Representatives or Senators of the United States Congress. They will give three minute speeches for or against legislation. 

Your Role: You as the Scorer will give each speech a rank from 1-6. The best possible speech receives a 6 and the worst possible speech receives a 1. One ballot per a student should be used there are places to score multiple speeches by the same student. 

NOMINATIONS: You will NOT score questions separately from the speeches. However questions and answers can weigh heavily on who you decide to nominate. Nominations will be filled out on a different sheet. Your nomination should be given to the 5 students who you think were the best overall congress people in the round. 

Student Name _______________________
Students School______________________

SPEECH 1: Rank (1-6):_____________
 Comments:
SPEECH 2: Rank (1-6):_____________
 Comments:
SPEECH 3: Rank (1-6):_____________
 Comments:
SPEECH 4: Rank (1-6):_____________
 Comments:
SPEECH 5: Rank (1-6):_____________
 Comments:
